THE DISCOVERY OF SPECIFIC GRAVITY
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The great Greek inventor engineer, and scientist, Archimedes of Syracuse, is here explaining
to his ruler, King Hiero, how he had detected the presence of base metal in a gold crown made
for that monarch. The accidental overflowing of his bath had revealed to him the secret of
specific gravity, which is the weight of a substance as compared with that of an equal bulk of
some other substance taken as the standard ; or, more briefly, the relation of weight to volume.